Name: Tad Christian
Position sought: Atlanta City Council District 6
What motivated you to run for Atlanta City Council?

I have spent several years as a volunteer in the Atlanta community, including serving on the board and most recently as president of the Morningside Lenox Park Civic Association, and working with my children's schools. After I became involved with the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) for the city, I got a broad picture of issues facing our city and how I can impact these issues, so I made the decision to run for City Council.  I want to improve our city for all the citizens of District 6.

What specific skills or qualifications do you bring to the job? How have you served the community? If you have a political or civic resume, feel free to attach that.

I have a B.S. in Business from Kansas State University. I spent 12 years at Boeing, a Fortune 100 company, where among other roles, I was involved in an integrated product development team that worked on new airplane development.  Other roles at Boeing included project/production management, procurement quality assurance, business development and industrial engineering. I served on Atlanta's Board of Zoning Appeals, and have held similar positions in other municipalities where I have lived.  I served a one-year term as president of the Morningside Lenox Park Civic Association in 2008-9. I have always been very active in my neighborhood, and at my children's schools.  I have had the unique opportunity for the past several years to be a stay-at-home dad to my two children. This role has been enlightening after years at a large corporation, and it has given me a very well-rounded perspective on issues we face in Atlanta. I have used my corporate experience to guide volunteer work in our neighborhood and schools, where I have spent many hours on issues including traffic control, zoning, safety, and improving our schools.

What, in your opinion, are the biggest challenges facing your district? Please be specific. What specific ways will you tackle these challenges?

I think the challenges we face in District 6 include the tax burden facing homeowners, the need for stronger law enforcement measures to reduce crime in our community, and the need for a viable transportation plan to eliminate the gridlock. I would focus on reducing taxes by reducing spending, while at the same time improving core services such as police, fire, sewer, water and trash. This will not be easy, as there has already been a tremendous amount of cost reduction related to city services. It will take a great deal of work, from an integrated group within the city government, and from civic associations within the city. I have the experience to deal with this issue, and am dedicated to doing so. 

I would support strong law enforcement measures to reduce crime in our Community by not furloughing our Police and Fire Departments. 

And, I will work hard to bring a viable transportation plan to our Community by working with the Georgia Regional Transportation Board Authority and work on having impact fees from developers go back to the areas that were impacted.

For years, the city's finances have been mismanaged. How would you suggest the city could reform its budget and live within its means? Are there programs or departments that you would move to downsize or privatize?

From everything I have learned about the current financial situation in the city, the biggest burden to the budget is the city pension obligation. This must be addressed in a way that works for city employees, but also makes sense for the thousands of citizens who call Atlanta home. There has been a tremendous amount of cost cutting done across the board to city budgets, so this task will not be easy. However, I believe working with an integrated group within city government and working with the civic associations within our city, we can get it done, and make our city an even better place to call home. 

In your role as a councilmember, how would you move to improve public safety in Atlanta? Please explain how your proposals would be funded.

I think the recent move to eliminate furloughs on our Police and Fire departments is a step in the right direction.  We need to continue to hire qualified police and fire personnel to meet the city’s demands. 

Even with the economic downturn, affordable housing remains a concern in the city. What are your thoughts on making suitable housing affordable available to existing and new residents? 

Affordable housing remains a concern for our city.  I would support any legislation to make housing more affordable for working families provided that we maintain the integrity and safety of our intown neighborhoods in District 6.

Despite new support centers and such initiatives as downtown "meters" aimed at curbing panhandling, the city still has a sizable and very visible homeless population. How should the city combat homelessness?

I strongly support the anti-panhandling legislation the city currently has and would work with law enforcement for fair but strict enforcement.  I would also work with any civic group to provide work and shelter options for the homeless population. 

Some argue that Atlanta, after adopting earlier closing times for bars, lacks the nightlife one typically associates with a major city. Others say the change has made neighborhoods safer and better places to live. Where do you stand? Would you support a proposal to restore later bar hours?

No

